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Home Fires Involving Microwave Ovens 
 

During 2006-2010, U.S. fire departments responded to an average of 7,300 home
1
 structure fires per 

year in which a microwave oven was involved in ignition.  These fires caused an annual average of 

less than 10 civilian deaths, 150 civilian injuries, and $31 million in direct property damage. 

 
 

 Three out of five (60%) of the involved microwaves were stationary and 

40% were portable.  Nearly all (95%) of these fires began in the kitchen. 

 

 One in every six (18%) of microwave oven home structure fires cited 

appliance housing or casing as the item first ignited. 
 

 Microwave ovens involve more emergency room scald burn injuries than 

any other cooking device. 
 

 Nearly half (44%) of the microwave oven injuries seen at emergency rooms 

in 2011 were scalds. 
 

 One-third of the scald burns and 15% of all microwave oven related 

injuries were scald burns incurred by children under five years of age.  
 

 
 

Home Fires Involving Microwave Ovens, by Item First Ignited, 2006-2010 
 

                                                        
1
 Homes are dwellings, duplexes, manufactured homes, apartments, townhouses, rowhouses and condominiums. 

 

Source: Home Fires Involving Cooking Equipment, Marty Ahrens, November 2012  

NFPA, Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169, www.nfpa.org 

Fire Analysis & Research Division, osds@fnap.org 

 

Cooking material 
52% 

Appliance housing 
or casing 18% 

Unclassified item 
7% 

Electrical wire or 
cable insulation 5% 

Cabinetry 2% 

Household utensil 
2% 

Other known item 
13% 

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=2393&itemID=55293&URL=Research/Statistical%20reports/Major%20causes/&order-src=CO72&lid=CO72
http://www.nfpa.org/
mailto:osds@fnap.org

